
bers, I had never before seen described ; and if Dr. R. had used it, I
did not know it. His publications had not reached me. In a word, all
that I thought of doing in my article was to call attention to this mode
of treating these diseases, as practised by Dr. Chambers. I can say,
so fur as I now know, 1 was the first in this country, not to originate
this treatment, but to imitate it, and this is all I ever claimed. Of " in-
haling the vapor of water impregnated with nitrate of silver," I did
say " this was original with me, so far as I know ; at least, 1 have never
seen any account of its having been so used." This single sentence in
reference to this one kind of vapor is all the originality I claimed, and
this even with the proviso, that I had never seen any account of its
being so used.
The following communications have been received in letters from

physicians who have used the inhaling powder since my article was
written. Dr. W. W., of S., Conn., under date of October 28, 1850,
writes, " Perhaps you recollect the case of a little girl 1 mentioned to
you, which wc thought was a hopeless case. She has entirely recover-
ed." This was under the use of this powder, and contained in a letter
requesting me to send him mote of the same. Another physician in
Connecticut writes, " I have been so much pleased with the operation
of your inhaling powder that I would like to have you send me an-
other inhaler and six bottles of the powder." Dr. T. K., of N. Y.,
writes, " I am much pleased with the operation of your nitrate upon
inflamed mucous surfaces." Dr. M., of S., Me., writes, "I have used
the powder with the inhaler, in two or three cases of bronchitis, with
great benefit to the patients." These are but a small part of the phy-sicians who have used this article with benefit, as they state, in this trou-
blesome class of diseases. I cannot but hope that many more will find it
serviceable in similar cases.
In diseases of the lungs I have recently been using a powder of iodine,prepared in the same way as that of the nitrate of silver, with the

lycopodium. By this process sufficient iodine may be conveyed into the
system to produce considerable effect upon a strumous or cachetic dia-
thesis. While the nitrate of silver is efficient in inducing the diseased
mucous membrane of the air-passages to take on a healing action, theiodine is much more effectual in counteracting tubercular or hereditaryphthisical tendencies.
Some physicians, nearer home, have expressed their opinion in accord-

ance with that of M. Piorry, of Paris, as stated by Dr. R. I am
happy to find Dr. R., who seems fearful that he may lose his right of
" priority," is not among them. W. M. Cornell, M.D.Boston, Sept. 10, 1851.

REDUCTION OF DISLOCATIONS OF THE FEMUR.
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—I was deeply interested in perusing the article in one of your re-
cent Journals relating to a new mode of reducing dislocations of the fe-
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mur. It was entirely new to me. But it seems that Mr. " Suum
Cuique " was familiar with the plan, having been taught it long since
by Dr. Nathan Smith. The subject is worthy of discussion, sit lux. If
one poor mortal can be saved from the tortures of the " pulley " system,
by so simple an operation as that described, we will rejoice.
Since reading the articles in your Journal, I have found the following

in the Medico-Chirurgical Review, January 1, 1844, page 264, which Í
will transcribe for the benefit of your readers—if you please.
" New Mode of reducing a Luxation of the Head of the Femur on

the Dorsum llii.—A young man, not very powerful, met with a disloca-
tion of the head of the left femur on the dorsum of the ilium, occasioned by
the lall of a bale of cochineal upon his back as he was stooping. Re-
duction was at first attempted by the usual method of extension with
towels, as he lay upon the right side. Then he was put on his back,
and reduction again attempted in vain. Another plan was now tried by
Mr. Clark, Surgeon of the South Hants Infirmary, under whose care the
patient was.
" I now flexed the knee to a right angle, which raised the thigh to an

angle of about forty-five degrees with the bed, perhaps near a right angle
with regard to the pelvis ; and, by bringing the feet in contact with the
other leg, while the knee was sustained in a perpendicular direction, it is
manifest that the femur was rotated, and the trochanter major thrown
outwards, the head alone then resting on the ilium behind the acetabu-
lum, which cavity, with the axis of the femur through its head, neck
and shaft, were now nearly on the same plane ; in this relative position
of the parts, by throwing the limb outwards, the head of the bone, it is
fair to infer, would start forwards to its natural situation ; and such was
the gratifying termination of the case, with no more force than was ne-
cessary to abduct the limbs. The pelvis still fixed to the right side
of the bed, admitted of no change ; the heel rested on the bed, as above,
while I stood on the left side of the patient, with my right hand on the
hip-joint, and my left holding the knee ; thus the reduction was readily
and audibly effected as 1 drew the limb towards me.—Prov. Mcd.

Suum Cuique, Jr.Jour., Dec. 9, 1843."

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 17, 1851.

Prize Essays of the American Medical Association.—It will be recollect-
ed that the Committee appointed at the last meeting of .the Association for
the purpose of receiving voluntary communications, and also for awarding
five prizes for the best essays on subjects to bo chosen by the writers, were,
four of them residents of this city, and one of Providence, R. I., Dr. Geo.
Hayward being chairman. The design was, in the annual appointment
of this committee, as has already been stated in the Journal, to commence
at the North, and thus proceed from one ssction to another, having the
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